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Stories From The First Gilded Age
Society...Tuxedo Park

 footnotes

Many stories shared with us over the years were
gleaned from diaries, memories, and social clippings
from archival literature. Stories from direct
descendants of the original Gilded Age Cottagers in
Tuxedo Park.
Vocal memories accompanied a twinkle in the eye of
several, as they unfolded their tales willingly. In front of
grand fireplaces, on white wicker furnished veranda's,
and formal gardens over one hundred years old, stories
unfolded and carried a clear glimpse of life in the first
Gilded Age Society known as Tuxedo Park.

Many of these story-tellers were direct descendants of
captains of finance and industry in the Gilded Age.
Legendary icons enabling this country to become strong
and independent. Industrialists and philanthropists
revolutionized industry and defined the structure of
monetary gain. They walked through the finest clubs in
America, where money was "aged", and "new" money
balanced on that noble money, became ripe. The blue
bloods of iconic industry, their gilded empires appeared
like legendary fairytales of capital worth, and sent
echoes of success down the corridors of Wall Street.
The old clubs which still exist such as the Tuxedo Club,
the Union Club, and the old Knickerbocker Club, where
once these men shared visions of industry and wealth
with one another over fine brandy and cigars. Some of
the corridors of these clubs still display an old portrait
or two of the club's founding fathers. These portraits
are a tangible glimpse into the world of the Gilded Age,
and the men who moved it.
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Many wonderful stories of the grand women are also in
our collection.

By Tuxedo Park  Magazine 
& Design Studios

T. P.

From Diaries, Memories, & Social Clippings
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When one’s private estate, 
was one’s world

Welcome to the Golden Wood
Estate; Tuxedo Park's

enchanting tales for all ages.
We take you back in time

when private estates
encompassed many glorious

acres with numerous out-
buildings within a fairytale

environment.

Ethereal settings combine with
heartwarming stories, as we

follow our characters
throughout their adventurous
backyard of the Golden Wood

Estate, which was housed
within Tuxedo Park.

Available on our website digitally
www.tuxedoparkmagazine.com
or email us for a hardcopy at:
netuxedo123@gmail.com
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Across the lawn of velvet green, the balustrade met a
staircase which descended down to the formal gardens.
Hydrangea trees with large, f luted pedals were white
against the rose vines that climbed the stone wall.  Mornings
were spent sitting on granite benches, that played audience
to a statue playing a f lute within a Venetian style decorated
pond.

The early morning's coolness was lifting, making room for
the approaching heat of the mid July day. The scent from the
ancient cedar trees mingled with honeysuckle that perfumed
and drifted throughout the gardens.

In the near distance, the sound of clipping was present from
the gardeners' trimming hedges, and push lawn mowers
were being moved briskly over the velvet lawn. The estate
was stirring, and the tranquil morning was making way for
a beautiful day.

We strolled through the herb garden where spearmint and
sage quelled the mosquitos and carried the scent of
freshness. A young kitchen maid could be glimpsed
gathering armfuls of fresh rosemary and lavender for the
preparation of the evening's meal, of pork cutlets and lamb
chops.

Our guests would be arriving soon for an afternoon of
croquet on the south lawn. We took one last deep breath of
the scented morning mood in the formal gardens, and we
were on our way back to the mansion to ready ourselves for
a wonderful day on the estate.

Tuxedo Park...1909

Morning On The Estate
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 For as little as $1300 you get access to over 16 boats and jet skis
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Tuxedo Wines & Spirits
224 Rt 17 Tuxedo NY

10987
Free local delivery!

Featuring wines of Australia,
 Chili & South Africa

845-351-2463
Mon-Thursday 10-9

Fri-Sat 10-10
Sunday 12-7

Contact: Cathy Wilson
cathytuxedowine@gmail.com

www.tuxedowinespirit.com
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Continued next page

Throughout the years, he traded vast sums of money
on the financial market during the week—in the
evenings and weekends he worked with the world’s
greatest scientists at his own secret laboratory in
Tuxedo Park.

In the early 1920s, Alfred Lee Loomis and his staff
conducted experiments in sound waves, spectrometry
and precise time measurements. 
He was credited with the inventions of the Aberdeen
chronometer, a microscope centrifuge, and a
pressurized fire extinguisher.

 In 1928, anticipating the coming Wall Street Crash of
1929, he, his partner, and his firm had converted their
investments into cash, having determined that the
market had risen so dramatically that it was
unsustainable and a crash was inevitable. Once the
stock market crash had bankrupted the majority of
speculators, and Wall Street floundered, he and his firm
became extremely wealthy as a result of purchasing
stocks cheaply after they had plummeted in value, and
few people had the cash to reinvest. 

From the late 1920s through the 1930s Loomis and
renowned scientists performed successful research at
his Tuxedo Park laboratory.

 Besides working on ultrasonics; he collaborated with
George Kistiakowski on spectroscopy; and with E.
Newton Harvey on electrical signals in the brain and
heart. His Tuxedo Park laboratory was nicknamed the
<Tower House= and <The Palace of Science=. 

He turned this Tuxedo Park laboratory into a meeting
place for the most visionary minds of the century, such
as Albert Einstein. Alfred Loomis invented the artillery
chronograph to better measure the speed of artillery
shells, and conceived of and patented the LORAN system
(Long Range Aid to Navigation) of navigation
transmitters and receivers.

Tuxedo Park’s, Alfred Loomis...
President Roosevelt praised the value
of Loomis’s work, describing him as
being the civilian who was second
only to Churchill, in facilitating the

Allied victory in World War 2. 

Tuxedo Park’s Alfred Loomis
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He worked with Vannevar Bush, who in mid-1940
convinced Franklin Roosevelt to start the
National Defense Research Committee (NDRC)
to coordinate the work of civilian scientists in the
event that America was drawn into the European
war. 

Loomis’s own radar studies, coupled with his
money and influence, being a first cousin to
Henry Stimson, Secretary of War in both World
Wars, made him an ideal choice to head the
NDRC’s Microwave Radar Project.

 It was in that capacity that Loomis hosted the
British scientists who brought the cavity
magnetron to Tuxedo Park.

 Loomis later worked closely with FDR and his
administration in preparing the country’s
technological base for war.

 Using his many contacts in New York finance,
and with generous sums from his own
considerable fortune, he financed the early
developments in radar before government
money could be provided. 

President Roosevelt praised the value of
Loomis’s work, describing him as being the
civilian who was second perhaps only to
Churchill, in facilitating the Allied victory in World
War II. 
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