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From the generosity of George F. Baker
 Outside of Tuxedo Park was the small town of Tuxedo.  Separate from the park, the

town did not have a school, and Tuxedo Park’s George F. Baker donated the funds to
build the little town a school.  From Harvard Business School to Columbia University,

he continued to support and donate heavily to the world of academia.
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Stories From The First Gilded Age
Society...Tuxedo Park

 footnotes

Many stories shared with us over the years were
gleaned from diaries, memories, and social clippings
from archival literature. Stories from direct
descendants of the original Gilded Age Cottagers in
Tuxedo Park.
Vocal memories accompanied a twinkle in the eye of
several, as they unfolded their tales willingly. In front of
grand fireplaces, on white wicker furnished veranda's,
and formal gardens over one hundred years old, stories
unfolded and carried a clear glimpse of life in the first
Gilded Age Society known as Tuxedo Park.

Many of these story-tellers were direct descendants of
captains of finance and industry in the Gilded Age.
Legendary icons enabling this country to become strong
and independent. Industrialists and philanthropists
revolutionized industry and defined the structure of
monetary gain. They walked through the finest clubs in
America, where money was "aged", and "new" money
balanced on that noble money, became ripe. The blue
bloods of iconic industry, their gilded empires appeared
like legendary fairytales of capital worth, and sent
echoes of success down the corridors of Wall Street.
The old clubs which still exist such as the Tuxedo Club,
the Union Club, and the old Knickerbocker Club, where
once these men shared visions of industry and wealth
with one another over fine brandy and cigars. Some of
the corridors of these clubs still display an old portrait
or two of the club's founding fathers. These portraits
are a tangible glimpse into the world of the Gilded Age,
and the men who moved it.
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Many wonderful stories of the grand women are also in
our collection.

By Tuxedo Park  Magazine 
& Design Studios

T. P.

From Diaries, Memories, & Social Clippings
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When one’s private estate, 
was one’s world

Welcome to the Golden Wood
Estate; Tuxedo Park's

enchanting tales for all ages.
We take you back in time

when private estates
encompassed many glorious

acres with numerous out-
buildings within a fairytale

environment.

Ethereal settings combine with
heartwarming stories, as we

follow our characters
throughout their adventurous
backyard of the Golden Wood

Estate, which was housed
within Tuxedo Park.

Available on our website digitally
www.tuxedoparkmagazine.com
or email us for a hardcopy at:
netuxedo123@gmail.com
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 For as little as $1300 you get access to over 16 boats and jet skis
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Building Bright Beginnings: Julia
Rosenfeld & Julie McCarthy Share

Their Passion for Early Learning at
SRDS

When it comes to our children’s earliest school
experiences, we all want the same things. We want them
to feel welcomed and safe. We want their individuality to
be seen, nurtured, and celebrated. We hope their natural
curiosity blossoms into a love of learning—and that
they’re set on a path toward academic success from the
very beginning.

That’s why the educators leading Saddle River Day
School’s Early Childhood Program are so important.
They don’t just teach—they inspire, guide, and
connect with our youngest learners in ways that
make a lasting impact. Co-teachers Julia Rosenfeld
and Julie McCarthy bring a deep sense of purpose
and joy to the Pre-K3 classroom, where their
passion for early childhood education shines
through every day.

<We love teaching three- and four-year-olds,= they
share. <At this age, children are starting to observe the
world around them and are eager to form connections—
with their teachers, peers, and environment.= Pre-K3 is a
pivotal time of growth as children move from
toddlerhood to greater independence. It’s when their
fine motor skills and cognitive abilities begin to flourish,
making it the perfect time to nurture their confidence,
creativity, and love for learning. <They’re enthusiastic,
open-hearted, and ready to try new things—they bring
such joy to every activity.=

Continued next page
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In Pre-K3, the school year begins with a focus on developing social-emotional skills and learning classroom
routines. For some students, this may be their first classroom experience, while others are transitioning from
daycare or preschool. By mid-year, after they’ve settled into the rhythm of school life, they’re ready to dive into
richer academic experiences. <By spring, the transformation is incredible—they’re building friendships,
collaborating on games, singing together, and embracing each new challenge with confidence and delight.=

What drew both Mrs. Rosenfeld and Ms. McCarthy to SRDS was the school’s educational philosophy—one that
mirrors their own. <This is a place where children learn through play, where their unique strengths are honored,
and where creativity is at the center of everything,= they explain. The Pre-K3 classroom explores
<transformation=—an inspiring concept that will be introduced across subjects like science, math, and art
through the school’s signature Project-Based Learning (PBL) approach. Whether they’re watching caterpillars
become butterflies or expressing change through painting, students are encouraged to explore big ideas in
meaningful, joyful ways.

And what ultimately confirmed that SRDS was the right fit for these dynamic educators? <The people,= they both
agree. <There’s a real sense of connection among the faculty—an environment where teamwork, support, and
shared purpose are felt throughout the school.= For Julia Rosenfeld and Julie McCarthy, being part of the SRDS
community means becoming part of something much bigger—a place where they’ll help lay the academic and
emotional foundation for students who may one day graduate as members of the Class of 2039.
They’re not just teaching Pre-K—they’re launching lifelong journeys.

Interested in learning more about the Early Childhood Program at Saddle River Day School?
Contact Kris Sweeny in the Office of Admissions: ksweeny@saddleriverday.org 

Visit us online: saddleriverday.org

Best,
Gretchen
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Tuxedo Wines & Spirits
224 Rt 17 Tuxedo NY

10987
Free local delivery!

Featuring wines of Australia,
 Chili & South Africa

845-351-2463
Mon-Thursday 10-9

Fri-Sat 10-10
Sunday 12-7

Contact: Cathy Wilson
cathytuxedowine@gmail.com

www.tuxedowinespirit.com
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