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Stories From The First Gilded Age
Society...Tuxedo Park

 footnotes

Many stories shared with us over the years were
gleaned from diaries, memories, and social clippings
from archival literature. Stories from direct
descendants of the original Gilded Age Cottagers in
Tuxedo Park.
Vocal memories accompanied a twinkle in the eye of
several, as they unfolded their tales willingly. In front of
grand fireplaces, on white wicker furnished veranda's,
and formal gardens over one hundred years old, stories
unfolded and carried a clear glimpse of life in the first
Gilded Age Society known as Tuxedo Park.

Many of these story-tellers were direct descendants of
captains of finance and industry in the Gilded Age.
Legendary icons enabling this country to become strong
and independent. Industrialists and philanthropists
revolutionized industry and defined the structure of
monetary gain. They walked through the finest clubs in
America, where money was "aged", and "new" money
balanced on that noble money, became ripe. The blue
bloods of iconic industry, their gilded empires appeared
like legendary fairytales of capital worth, and sent
echoes of success down the corridors of Wall Street.
The old clubs which still exist such as the Tuxedo Club,
the Union Club, and the old Knickerbocker Club, where
once these men shared visions of industry and wealth
with one another over fine brandy and cigars. Some of
the corridors of these clubs still display an old portrait
or two of the club's founding fathers. These portraits
are a tangible glimpse into the world of the Gilded Age,
and the men who moved it.
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Many wonderful stories of the grand women are also in
our collection.

By Tuxedo Park  Magazine 
& Design Studios

T. P.

From Diaries, Memories, & Social Clippings
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When one’s private estate, 
was one’s world

Welcome to the Golden Wood
Estate; Tuxedo Park's

enchanting tales for all ages.
We take you back in time

when private estates
encompassed many glorious

acres with numerous out-
buildings within a fairytale

environment.

Ethereal settings combine with
heartwarming stories, as we

follow our characters
throughout their adventurous
backyard of the Golden Wood

Estate, which was housed
within Tuxedo Park.

Available on our website digitally
www.tuxedoparkmagazine.com
or email us for a hardcopy at:
netuxedo123@gmail.com
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Continued next page

Gateway Diplomas at Saddle River Day School: A
Bold Pathway to College and Career Success

In today’s competitive college landscape, standing out is
about more than grades and test scores—it’s about
demonstrating passion, initiative, and the ability to turn
interests into action. Saddle River Day School’s
Gateway Honors Diplomas Program is designed to help
students do exactly that.
Launched in 2021, the Gateway Diplomas give Upper
School students the chance to specialize in an area of
interest through advanced coursework, research, and
real-world experiences. Students who successfully
complete the program graduate with an honors
diploma that reflects not only academic rigor but also
meaningful engagement in their chosen field.

Specialized Tracks for Focused Growth
The program offers seven distinct diploma tracks:
Arts
Humanities
Civic Engagement
Global Citizenship
Medicine
STEAM

Entrepreneurship

Students apply at the end of 9th or during 10th grade,
selecting the track that aligns with their passion. Once
accepted, they embark on a pathway that blends
Honors and AP coursework, field research, and
internships or experiential projects—all guided by a
dedicated faculty mentor.

Rooted in SRDS Core Values
Two of SRDS’s core values—Love of Learning and
Intellectual Risk-Taking—inspired the creation of the
Gateway Diplomas.
<We wanted to strengthen academic rigor and provide
more applied learning opportunities that engage
students with 21st-century, real-world skills,= says Head
of School Jalaj Desai. Working with Director of College
Counseling Karen Ferretti, the program was designed to
both enrich the academic experience and give SRDS
students a unique advantage in the college application
process.
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Learning Beyond the Classroom
A defining feature of the Gateway Diplomas is the field experience requirement. Students gain hands-on exposure

that could include:
Interning in a lab or medical research center

Launching a startup or developing an app
Studying abroad

Working with an a composer or an artist

These experiences culminate in a capstone presentation during the senior-year— Gateway
Diplomas Expo—a celebration of each student’s hard work, growth, and accomplishments.

A Standout in College Admissions
In a time when selective colleges are moving away from a purely numbers-based review, programs like the Gateway
Diplomas stand out.
<Colleges are evaluating applicants holistically,= explains Ms. Ferretti. <They want to see leadership, clearly defined
academic interests, and authentic engagement. A Gateway Diploma gives our students a compelling story to tell in
their applications.= The results speak for themselves. This year, members of the Class of 2025 have earned admission
to some of the most selective and inspiring institutions across the country, including Boston University, Bucknell,
Colgate, Columbia, Cornell, Duke, Johns Hopkins, MIT, NYU, Vanderbilt, and Wake Forest.

While other schools may offer capstone projects or focused electives, no other school in the region offers a multi-
track diploma program that integrates advanced coursework, fieldwork, and formal recognition at graduation.
<This isn’t about adding stress,= says Mr. Desai. <It’s about creating opportunity—allowing students to pursue what
they love at a deeper level, while preparing them for success in college and beyond.=

Unique to SRDS
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Paw Prints & Poems
33 page booklet of cat related prints with

poems netuxedo123@gmail.com
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Tuxedo Wines & Spirits
224 Rt 17 Tuxedo NY

10987
Free local delivery!

Featuring wines of Australia,
 Chili & South Africa

845-351-2463
Mon-Thursday 10-9

Fri-Sat 10-10
Sunday 12-7

Contact: Cathy Wilson
cathytuxedowine@gmail.com

www.tuxedowinespirit.com
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