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Stories From The First Gilded Age
Society...Tuxedo Park

 footnotes

Many stories shared with us over the years were
gleaned from diaries, memories, and social clippings
from archival literature. Stories from direct
descendants of the original Gilded Age Cottagers in
Tuxedo Park.
Vocal memories accompanied a twinkle in the eye of
several, as they unfolded their tales willingly. In front of
grand fireplaces, on white wicker furnished veranda's,
and formal gardens over one hundred years old, stories
unfolded and carried a clear glimpse of life in the first
Gilded Age Society known as Tuxedo Park.

Many of these story-tellers were direct descendants of
captains of finance and industry in the Gilded Age.
Legendary icons enabling this country to become strong
and independent. Industrialists and philanthropists
revolutionized industry and defined the structure of
monetary gain. They walked through the finest clubs in
America, where money was "aged", and "new" money
balanced on that noble money, became ripe. The blue
bloods of iconic industry, their gilded empires appeared
like legendary fairytales of capital worth, and sent
echoes of success down the corridors of Wall Street.
The old clubs which still exist such as the Tuxedo Club,
the Union Club, and the old Knickerbocker Club, where
once these men shared visions of industry and wealth
with one another over fine brandy and cigars. Some of
the corridors of these clubs still display an old portrait
or two of the club's founding fathers. These portraits
are a tangible glimpse into the world of the Gilded Age,
and the men who moved it.

4

Many wonderful stories of the grand women are also in
our collection.

By Tuxedo Park  Magazine 
& Design Studios

T. P.

From Diaries, Memories, & Social Clippings
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When one’s private estate, 
was one’s world

Welcome to the Golden Wood
Estate; Tuxedo Park's

enchanting tales for all ages.
We take you back in time

when private estates
encompassed many glorious

acres with numerous out-
buildings within a fairytale

environment.

Ethereal settings combine with
heartwarming stories, as we

follow our characters
throughout their adventurous
backyard of the Golden Wood

Estate, which was housed
within Tuxedo Park.

Available on our website digitally
www.tuxedoparkmagazine.com
or email us for a hardcopy at:
netuxedo123@gmail.com



11



12



13



14



15



16

Continued next page

Creating Caring & Ethical Citizens
How Saddle River Day School’s Lower School is
Teaching Students the Power of Service

At Saddle River Day School, education goes far beyond
textbooks and test scores. The Lower School’s Project-
Based Learning initiatives are designed not only to
challenge students academically but also to instill the
values of compassion, empathy, and responsibility. Each
grade participates in yearlong, cross-curricular projects
that weave together core academics and special
subjects. For last year’s fourth graders, these projects
embodied one of the school’s core values—creating
caring and ethical citizens.
Through monthly service projects, students discovered
first hand that small actions can create powerful ripple
effects in their community. What began as classroom
conversations about kindness soon evolved into
meaningful, real-world impact. Their year long journey of
service showed them that giving is more than an idea to
discuss—it’s a way of life.

September: A Lesson in Giving

The year began with inspiration. A guest speaker from St.
Joseph’s Hospital shared stories of how generosity
changes lives. Motivated by these examples, students
brainstormed ways they could make a difference close to
home—setting the tone for months of service and
leadership.

October: The Pink Pop-Up Shop

With Breast Cancer Awareness Month approaching,
students launched the Pink Pop-Up Shop. Partnering with
the school’s Graphics and Ideas Lab, they designed flyers,
social media posts, and products to sell. Proceeds
supported Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center.
Delivering the donation themselves, students witnessed
the direct impact of their efforts and discovered how
collective action fuels change.
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November: Fighting Hunger

As Thanksgiving neared, focus turned to food insecurity. Students organized a food drive, designing posters and
emails to raise awareness. A trip to the Ridgewood Food Pantry allowed them to stock shelves, sort donations, and
better understand the families they were helping. The experience was a powerful reminder that even local
communities face challenges that young people can help address.
December: Spreading Holiday Cheer
During the holiday season, students turned their attention to children at St. Joseph’s Hospital. They collected toys
and created heartfelt cards for patients. Many realized that small, personal gestures—like a handwritten note—
can bring joy during difficult times.

January & February: Preparing for More Impact
The new year brought even bigger challenges. Students used the school’s design lab to prepare for two major
campaigns: Pennies for Puppies and Jump Rope for Heart.
Through Pennies for Puppies, they collected spare change to support The Seeing Eye, which trains guide dogs for
the visually impaired. Students not only counted coins but also learned about the remarkable bond between people
and service animals.
At the same time, Jump Rope for Heart allowed students to raise awareness for the American Heart Association.
While fundraising for cardiovascular research, they also learned about fitness and the importance of heart health.
What could have been just a fun activity became a lesson in empathy, responsibility, and wellness.

More Than Projects—A Way of Life
These projects showed SRDS students that being caring and ethical citizens means more than donating money or
supplies. It means learning about the struggles others face, raising awareness, and taking meaningful action. Just
as importantly, students saw how service transforms them—shaping them into compassionate leaders ready to
make a lasting impact on the world.
By the end of the year, the fourth graders had not only strengthened their academic skills but also deepened their
character. They left the Lower School with a strong foundation of confidence, creativity, and compassion—ready
to carry these lessons into Middle School, Upper School, and beyond.
At Saddle River Day School, service isn’t an extracurricular—it’s a cornerstone of the educational experience. Here,
students aren’t just preparing for the next grade level; they’re preparing to become the caring, ethical citizens our
communities need most.
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Paw Prints & Poems
33 page booklet of cat related prints with

poems netuxedo123@gmail.com
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Tuxedo Wines & Spirits
224 Rt 17 Tuxedo NY

10987
Free local delivery!

Featuring wines of Australia,
 Chili & South Africa

845-351-2463
Mon-Thursday 10-9

Fri-Sat 10-10
Sunday 12-7

Contact: Cathy Wilson
cathytuxedowine@gmail.com

www.tuxedowinespirit.com
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