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Stories From The First Gilded Age
Society...Tuxedo Park

 footnotes

Many stories shared with us over the years were
gleaned from diaries, memories, and social clippings
from archival literature. Stories from direct
descendants of the original Gilded Age Cottagers in
Tuxedo Park.
Vocal memories accompanied a twinkle in the eye of
several, as they unfolded their tales willingly. In front of
grand fireplaces, on white wicker furnished veranda's,
and formal gardens over one hundred years old, stories
unfolded and carried a clear glimpse of life in the first
Gilded Age Society known as Tuxedo Park.

Many of these story-tellers were direct descendants of
captains of finance and industry in the Gilded Age.
Legendary icons enabling this country to become strong
and independent. Industrialists and philanthropists
revolutionized industry and defined the structure of
monetary gain. They walked through the finest clubs in
America, where money was "aged", and "new" money
balanced on that noble money, became ripe. The blue
bloods of iconic industry, their gilded empires appeared
like legendary fairytales of capital worth, and sent
echoes of success down the corridors of Wall Street.
The old clubs which still exist such as the Tuxedo Club,
the Union Club, and the old Knickerbocker Club, where
once these men shared visions of industry and wealth
with one another over fine brandy and cigars. Some of
the corridors of these clubs still display an old portrait
or two of the club's founding fathers. These portraits
are a tangible glimpse into the world of the Gilded Age,
and the men who moved it.
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Many wonderful stories of the grand women are also in
our collection.

By Tuxedo Park  Magazine 
& Design Studios

T. P.

From Diaries, Memories, & Social Clippings
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When one’s private estate, 
was one’s world

Welcome to the Golden Wood
Estate; Tuxedo Park's

enchanting tales for all ages.
We take you back in time

when private estates
encompassed many glorious

acres with numerous out-
buildings within a fairytale

environment.

Ethereal settings combine with
heartwarming stories, as we

follow our characters
throughout their adventurous
backyard of the Golden Wood

Estate, which was housed
within Tuxedo Park.

Available on our website digitally
www.tuxedoparkmagazine.com
or email us for a hardcopy at:
netuxedo123@gmail.com
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 Dental Wellness just
updated to the solea

model 3. For even
faster, more
comfortable

treatment.

 Dental Wellness just
updated to the solea

model 3. For even
faster, more
comfortable

treatment.
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The first step is, of course, learning how to research. So
SRDS 5th graders spend the year learning the basics, from
how to find a good source, taking notes, gathering and
compiling information, and then organizing that information
into a culminating design project that encourages curiosity,
experimentation, and creative problem-solving. In the past,
the student project was a board game focused on a Science
topic of their choice. Last year, with the focus on space, a
student researched Mars rovers and designed a game that
simulated its exploration path. 
 
After students have the basics of research down, they use
those skills in the 6th grade to implement one of the SRDS
Core Values, Love Of Learning, by teaching themselves a skill
or topic they want to know more about. Students then share
their findings in both an in-person presentation and by
creating a website or other digital supplement to their
project. 
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Continued next page

Where Curiosity Meets Purpose: 
The Middle School Capstone at Saddle
River Day School

As a college preparatory school whose students expect to
attend the most selective colleges and universities, it is
critical that Saddle River Day School gives its students the
knowledge and expertise that will prepare them to
successfully research, write, and present academic
papers in the Upper School, the SRDS Gateway Diploma
program, and beyond. 
 
Because we believe that practice makes progress, the
process of teaching our students these critical skills
begins in the Middle School with our 4-year, scaffolded
Capstone curriculum. Our Capstone projects are aligned
with our science studies and are informed by both our
mission and our core values. They are designed to teach
and strengthen research and writing skills, develop
presentation skills, encourage personalized learning, and
inspire intellectual risk-taking. 
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SRDS’s Technology Integration Specialist, Jeremy Orr, encourages students to think beyond Google slides by
teaching them Scratch, a block based coding language developed at MIT, that enables students to build a video that
explains why they chose to research and learn their particular topic. Student creativity is encouraged as they record
dramatic reenactments of their learning curve to be shared via video or even virtual reality experiences on
presentation day. The varied interests of previous SRDS 6th grade classes have included learning photography and
curating a photo exhibit, building video games and apps, and learning how to run a successful business.

Guided by another SRDS Core Value, Everyone Counts, in 7th grade, students turn their attention to their community
and choose an issue, whether it be a school issue, a local issue, or a global issue, and propose a solution to the
problem. Students are asked to explore why the issue is a problem and then gather data, creating graphs and charts
of evidence that illustrates their theory. Then students are charged with writing a short research paper, presenting
their findings, and again supplementing their findings with a website, a video, or a virtual reality experience
completed in collaboration with their digital literacy class.
 
Students in our 7th grade have proven themselves to be aware, conscientious, and empathetic by presenting on
topics including bullying, body image, accessibility tools for students with disabilities, and vertical gardens and water
shortages. In one case, a student’s digital component entailed building an entire virtual city in order to present his
ideas on improving pedestrian safety. 

Finally, in 8th grade, students reference the SRDS Mission to be ethical global citizens and take on a comprehensive
research paper and presentation that addresses one of the United Nations Sustainability Goals. Integrating all their
prior knowledge of research and discovery, they embark on mission-driven inquiry as they are asked to reflect on the
question, “What kind of future world do I want to live in and what role can I play in achieving it?” It’s the question all good
scientists ask themselves when considering the research they want to pursue and our 8th graders are given the
opportunity to start thinking now about the impact they want to have in the future. Students in the past have partnered
with a car company to design a model car powered by alternative energy, researched food waste and developed a
school-wide composting program and collaborated with One Drop Foundation to bring awareness about improving
access to water and to promote its responsible use. 

The skills students develop over the course of their Middle School Capstone projects are life-long. Students learn
critical and design thinking, they learn to problem-solve, write clearly and succinctly, speak in public, present evidence,
collaborate, and manage their project timeline. 
 But that’s just the beginning. Because the most important thing our Middle School students learn is their own mind. In
deciding on a topic that is meaningful to them, and researching and reporting on something that is individualized and
personal, they are also finding out who they are, what they value, and how they want to show up in the world. It is this
knowledge that will guide and benefit them long after their projects have been presented.
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Paw Prints & Poems
33 page booklet of cat related prints with

poems netuxedo123@gmail.com
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Tuxedo Wines & Spirits
224 Rt 17 Tuxedo NY

10987
Free local delivery!

Featuring wines of Australia,
 Chili & South Africa

845-351-2463
Mon-Thursday 10-9

Fri-Sat 10-10
Sunday 12-7

Contact: Cathy Wilson
cathytuxedowine@gmail.com

www.tuxedowinespirit.com
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